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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 13 
September 2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant’s amendment to claim 1 has been entered into the record and 
overcomes the prior rejection under 35 USC 112, second paragraph. The rejection has 
therefore been withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 10-12, 15, 17, 20-22, 26-28, 31-34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46 
and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Flomsi (US 



7,065,493 B1). 
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5. Regarding claim 1 , Homsi teaches a method for defining a workflow process, 
said method comprising the steps of: (a) collecting a plurality of data (col. 4, II. 65-66); 
(b) defining at least one data record based on said plurality of data using a user 
interface data selection technique (col. 5, II. 3-5); (c) allocating said at least one defined 
data record to at least one data file (col. 4, II. 58-65); (d) organizing said at least one 
data file into at least one form (col. 4, II. 58-66); and (e) defining properties of at least 
one action object, at least on property including at least one form related function for 
processing said at least one form (col. 16, lines 14-18). 

6. Regarding claim 2, Homsi teaches the method further comprising saving at least 
one data record at a master center (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6). 

7. Regarding claim 4, Homsi teaches the method wherein said step of defining at 
least one data record based on said plurality of data is performed by an end user using 
user interface data selection techniques that do not require programming experience 
(Homsi, col. 6, II. 7-11). 

8. Regarding claim 5, Homsi teaches the method further comprising the step of 
saving said at least one data file at a master center (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6). 

9. Regarding claim 7, Homsi teaches the method further comprising the step of 
saving said at least one form at a master center (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6). 

1 0. Regarding claim 1 0, Homsi teaches the method further comprising the step of 
formatting said at least one form into a format defined by a group consisting of: (a) an 
end user; and (b) a system analyst (col. 6, II. 4-6). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 1 , Homsi teaches the method further comprising the step of 
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saving said at least one formatted form on said master center (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6). 

12. Regarding claim 12, Homsi teaches the method further comprising the step of 
developing a user interface to be used in connection with said workflow process (col. 4, 
II. 48-57). 

13. Regarding claims 15, Homsi teaches a method for creating a workflow process, 
said method comprising the steps of: (a) accessing a business logic editor located on a 
master center (col. 6, II. 7-11); (b) presenting at least two action object icons on a user 
interface (Fig. 3, item 314, col. 6, II. 35-37); (c) accessing a canvas screen (Fig. 3 item 
304, col. 6, II. 35-37); (d) selecting a first of said at least two action object icons (Fig. 3 
and col. 6, II. 36-39); (e) moving said first of at least two action object icons to said 
canvas screen (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 46-48); (f) defining properties for said first of at least 
two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44); (g) moving a second of said at least two action 
object icons to said canvas screen (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 46-48); (h) defining properties for 
said second of at least two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44); (i) linking said at least 
two action object icons to create a workflow process (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 59-62); and (j) 
defining form processing actions by setting action object icon properties for said at least 
two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44), at least one form related function for 
processing at least one form consisting of previously defined data files that have been 
formatted (col. 16, lines 14-18). 

14. Regarding claim 17, Homsi teaches the method further comprising the step of 
accessing said master center using a web based user interface (col. 4, II. 48-57 and col. 
17, 11.44-47). 
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15. Regarding claim 20, Homsi discloses a method for executing a workflow process, 
said method comprising: 

(a) inputting a request to access a workflow process to a master center (col. 16, 
lines 2-8; workflow requests are submitted to a router); 

(b) accessing said requested workflow process via a web service, said requested 
workflow process containing at least two action object icons (fig. 3 and col. 16, II. 14- 
18 and col. 17, II. 44-48); 

(c) executing a first action object icon of said workflow process (col. 16, II. 25-28); 

(d) saving said executed first action object icon on said master center (col. 6, II. 

2 - 6 ); 

(e) determining a second action object icon of said workflow process (col. 16, II. 
14-18); 

(f) executing a second action object icon of said workflow process (col. 16, II. 25- 

28); 

(g) saving said executed second action object icon on said master center (col. 6, 
II. 2-6); and 

(h) continuing to execute said action object icons of said workflow process until 
said workflow process is complete (col. 16, II. 43-48). 

16. Regarding claim 21 , Homsi discloses the method of executing at least two action 
object icons of said workflow process further including accessing said at least two action 
object icons to review at least one form (col. 16, lines 14-18). 

17. Regarding claim 22, Homsi discloses the method further comprising the step of 
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inputting data on said at least one form (col. 16, lines 50-55). 

18. Regarding claim 26, Homsi teaches a method for defining a workflow process, 
said method comprising the steps of: (a) collecting a plurality of data (col. 4, II. 65-66); 
(b) defining at least one data record based on said plurality of data (col. 5, II. 3-5); (c) 
allocating said at least one defined data record to at least one data file (col. 4, II. 58-65); 
(d) organizing said at least one data file into at least one form (col. 4, II. 58-66); and 
means for defining properties of at least one action object, at least one property 
including at least one form related function for processing said at least one form col. 16, 
lines 14-18). 

1 9. Regarding claim 27, Homsi teaches a method for creating a workflow process, 
said method comprising the steps of: (a) accessing a business logic editor located on a 
master center (col. 6, II. 7-11); (b) presenting at least two action object icons on a user 
interface (Fig. 3, item 314, col. 6, II. 35-37); (c) accessing a canvas screen (Fig. 3 item 
304, col. 6, II. 35-37); (d) selecting a first of said at least two action object icons (Fig. 3 
and col. 6, II. 36-39); (e) moving said first of at least two action object icons to said 
canvas screen (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 46-48); (f) defining properties for said first of at least 
two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44); (g) moving a second of said at least two action 
object icons to said canvas screen (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 46-48); (h) defining properties for 
said second of at least two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44); (i) linking said at least 
two action object icons to create a workflow process (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 59-62); and (j) 
defining form processing actions by setting action object icon properties for said at least 
two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44). 
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20. Regarding claim 28, Homsi discloses a system for executing a workflow process, 
said method comprising: 

(a) inputting a request to access a workflow process to a master center (col. 16, 
lines 2-8; workflow requests are submitted to a router); 

(b) accessing said requested workflow process via a web service, said requested 
workflow process containing at least two action object icons (fig. 3 and col. 16, II. 14- 
18 and col. 17, II. 44-48); 

(c) executing a first action object icon of said workflow process (col. 16, II. 25-28); 

(d) saving said executed first action object icon on said master center (col. 6, II. 

2 - 6 ); 

(e) determining a second action object icon of said workflow process (col. 16, II. 
14-18); 

(f) executing a second action object icon of said workflow process (col. 16, II. 25- 

28); 

(g) saving said executed second action object icon on said master center (col. 6, 
II. 2-6); and 

(h) continuing to execute said action object icons of said workflow process until 
said workflow process is complete (col. 16, II. 43-48). 

21 . Regarding claims 31 , Homsi teaches a method for creating a workflow process, 
said method comprising the steps of: (a) accessing a business logic editor located on a 
master center (col. 6, II. 7-11); (b) presenting at least two action object icons on a user 
interface (Fig. 3, item 314, col. 6, II. 35-37); (c) accessing a canvas screen (Fig. 3 item 
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304, col. 6, II. 35-37); (d) selecting a first of said at least two action object icons (Fig. 3 
and col. 6, II. 36-39); (e) moving said first of at least two action object icons to said 
canvas screen (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 46-48); (f) defining properties for said first of at least 
two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44); (g) moving a second of said at least two action 
object icons to said canvas screen (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 46-48); (h) defining properties for 
said second of at least two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44); (i) linking said at least 
two action object icons to create a workflow process (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 59-62); and (j) 
defining form processing actions by setting action object icon properties for said at least 
two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44), at least one form related function for 
processing at least one form consisting of previously defined data files that have been 
formatted (col. 16, lines 14-18). 

22. Regarding claim 32, Homsi teaches a method for creating a workflow process, 
said method comprising the steps of: (a) accessing a business logic editor located on a 
master center (col. 6, II. 7-11); (b) presenting at least two action object icons on a user 
interface (Fig. 3, item 314, col. 6, II. 35-37); (c) accessing a canvas screen (Fig. 3 item 
304, col. 6, II. 35-37); (d) selecting a first of said at least two action object icons (Fig. 3 
and col. 6, II. 36-39); (e) moving said first of at least two action object icons to said 
canvas screen (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 46-48); (f) defining properties for said first of at least 
two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44); (g) moving a second of said at least two action 
object icons to said canvas screen (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 46-48); (h) defining properties for 
said second of at least two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44); (i) linking said at least 
two action object icons to create a workflow process (fig. 3 and col. 6, II. 59-62); and (j) 
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defining form processing actions by setting action object icon properties for said at least 
two action object icons (col. 6, II. 40-44). 

23. Regarding claim 33, Homsi teaches the system wherein said workflow process 
may be executed via web services (col. 16, II. 14-18 and col. 17, II. 44-48). 

24. Regarding claim 34, Homsi discloses the method, said step of defining properties 
of at least one action object further comprising defining at least one property to include 
at least one form related function for processing said at least one form selected from the 
group consisting of: (a) saving data entered into said at least one form in a database 
server, a forms server, or a user interface server (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6); (b) checking for 
combinations of data on said at least one form; (c) initiating emails to an end user based 
on data entered into said at least one form; (d) generating correspondence to an end 
user based on data entered into said at least one form; and (e) generating audit 
information based on said at least one form. 

25. Regarding claim 36, Homsi discloses the method, said step of defining properties 
of at least one action object further comprising defining at least one property to include 
at least one form related function for processing said at least one form selected from the 
group consisting of: (a) saving data entered into said at least one form in a database 
server, a forms server, or a user interface server (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6); (b) checking for 
combinations of data on said at least one form; (c) initiating emails to an end user based 
on data entered into said at least one form; (d) generating correspondence to an end 
user based on data entered into said at least one form; and (e) generating audit 
information based on said at least one form. 
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26. Regarding claim 38, Homsi discloses the method, said step of defining properties 
of at least one action object further comprising defining at least one property to include 
at least one form related function for processing said at least one form selected from the 
group consisting of: (a) saving data entered into said at least one form in a database 
server, a forms server, or a user interface server (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6); (b) checking for 
combinations of data on said at least one form; (c) initiating emails to an end user based 
on data entered into said at least one form; (d) generating correspondence to an end 
user based on data entered into said at least one form; and (e) generating audit 
information based on said at least one form. 

27. Regarding claim 40, Homsi discloses the method, said step of defining properties 
of at least one action object further comprising defining at least one property to include 
at least one form related function for processing said at least one form selected from the 
group consisting of: (a) saving data entered into said at least one form in a database 
server, a forms server, or a user interface server (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6); (b) checking for 
combinations of data on said at least one form; (c) initiating emails to an end user based 
on data entered into said at least one form; (d) generating correspondence to an end 
user based on data entered into said at least one form; and (e) generating audit 
information based on said at least one form. 

28. Regarding claim 42, Homsi discloses the method, said step of defining properties 
of at least one action object further comprising defining at least one property to include 
at least one form related function for processing said at least one form selected from the 
group consisting of: (a) saving data entered into said at least one form in a database 
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server, a forms server, or a user interface server (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6); (b) checking for 
combinations of data on said at least one form; (c) initiating emails to an end user based 
on data entered into said at least one form; (d) generating correspondence to an end 
user based on data entered into said at least one form; and (e) generating audit 
information based on said at least one form. 

29. Regarding claim 44, Homsi discloses the method, said step of defining properties 
of at least one action object further comprising defining at least one property to include 
at least one form related function for processing said at least one form selected from the 
group consisting of: (a) saving data entered into said at least one form in a database 
server, a forms server, or a user interface server (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6); (b) checking for 
combinations of data on said at least one form; (c) initiating emails to an end user based 
on data entered into said at least one form; (d) generating correspondence to an end 
user based on data entered into said at least one form; and (e) generating audit 
information based on said at least one form. 

30. Regarding claim 46, Homsi discloses the method, said step of defining properties 
of at least one action object further comprising defining at least one property to include 
at least one form related function for processing said at least one form selected from the 
group consisting of: (a) saving data entered into said at least one form in a database 
server, a forms server, or a user interface server (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6); (b) checking for 
combinations of data on said at least one form; (c) initiating emails to an end user based 
on data entered into said at least one form; (d) generating correspondence to an end 
user based on data entered into said at least one form; and (e) generating audit 
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information based on said at least one form. 

31 . Regarding claim 48, Homsi discloses the method, said step of defining properties 
of at least one action object further comprising defining at least one property to include 
at least one form related function for processing said at least one form selected from the 
group consisting of: (a) saving data entered into said at least one form in a database 
server, a forms server, or a user interface server (Homsi, col. 6, II. 2-6); (b) checking for 
combinations of data on said at least one form; (c) initiating emails to an end user based 
on data entered into said at least one form; (d) generating correspondence to an end 
user based on data entered into said at least one form; and (e) generating audit 
information based on said at least one form. 

32. Claims 35, 37, 39, 41 , 43, 45, 47 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Homsi (US 7,065,493 B1 ) in view of Horan et al. (U 
2003/0225663 Al), hereinafter referred to as Horan. 

33. Regarding claim 35, Homsi teaches the utilization of a user interface on a user 
machine (col. 6, II. 7-1 1) wherein the user machine is in communication with a 
centralized storage database server (col. 6, II. 2-6) but does not explicitly recite that the 
user machine uses a thin client application. The user machine using a thin client 
application is deemed an obvious variation in the art as evidenced by Horan. Horan is 
recognized as being within the same field of endeavor as Homsi. Horan teaches 
wherein a thin client browser based interface (p. 10, para. 0111) is implemented to 
manage the objects of a workflow. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious at the time of the applicants’ invention to implement as an obvious 
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variation the user machine to be a thin client. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to utilize a thin client as taught by Horan wherein it is known to be 
beneficial in the art to utilize a thin client because thin-client technology does not require 
the installation of product updates and service releases on a user’s desktop (p. 5, para. 
0063). 

34. Regarding claim 37, Homsi teaches the utilization of a user interface on a user 
machine (col. 6, II. 7-1 1) wherein the user machine is in communication with a 
centralized storage database server (col. 6, II. 2-6) but does not explicitly recite that the 
user machine uses a thin client application. The user machine using a thin client 
application is deemed an obvious variation in the art as evidenced by Horan. Horan is 
recognized as being within the same field of endeavor as Homsi. Horan teaches 
wherein a thin client browser based interface (p. 10, para. 0111) is implemented to 
manage the objects of a workflow. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious at the time of the applicants’ invention to implement as an obvious 
variation the user machine to be a thin client. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to utilize a thin client as taught by Horan wherein it is known to be 
beneficial in the art to utilize a thin client because thin-client technology does not require 
the installation of product updates and service releases on a user’s desktop (p. 5, para. 
0063). 

35. Regarding claim 39, Homsi teaches the utilization of a user interface on a user 
machine (col. 6, II. 7-1 1 ) wherein the user machine is in communication with a 
centralized storage database server (col. 6, II. 2-6) but does not explicitly recite that the 
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user machine uses a thin client application. The user machine using a thin client 
application is deemed an obvious variation in the art as evidenced by Horan. Horan is 
recognized as being within the same field of endeavor as Homsi. Horan teaches 
wherein a thin client browser based interface (p. 10, para. 0111) is implemented to 
manage the objects of a workflow. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious at the time of the applicants’ invention to implement as an obvious 
variation the user machine to be a thin client. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to utilize a thin client as taught by Horan wherein it is known to be 
beneficial in the art to utilize a thin client because thin-client technology does not require 
the installation of product updates and service releases on a user’s desktop (p. 5, para. 
0063). 

36. Regarding claim 41 , Homsi teaches the utilization of a user interface on a user 
machine (col. 6, II. 7-1 1) wherein the user machine is in communication with a 
centralized storage database server (col. 6, II. 2-6) but does not explicitly recite that the 
user machine uses a thin client application. The user machine using a thin client 
application is deemed an obvious variation in the art as evidenced by Horan. Horan is 
recognized as being within the same field of endeavor as Homsi. Horan teaches 
wherein a thin client browser based interface (p. 10, para. 0111) is implemented to 
manage the objects of a workflow. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious at the time of the applicants’ invention to implement as an obvious 
variation the user machine to be a thin client. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to utilize a thin client as taught by Horan wherein it is known to be 




Application/Control Number: 10/688,832 
Art Unit: 2142 



Page 15 



beneficial in the art to utilize a thin client because thin-client technology does not require 
the installation of product updates and service releases on a user’s desktop (p. 5, para. 
0063). 

37. Regarding claim 43, Homsi teaches the utilization of a user interface on a user 
machine (col. 6, II. 7-1 1) wherein the user machine is in communication with a 
centralized storage database server (col. 6, II. 2-6) but does not explicitly recite that the 
user machine uses a thin client application. The user machine using a thin client 
application is deemed an obvious variation in the art as evidenced by Horan. Horan is 
recognized as being within the same field of endeavor as Homsi. Horan teaches 
wherein a thin client browser based interface (p. 10, para. 0111) is implemented to 
manage the objects of a workflow. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious at the time of the applicants’ invention to implement as an obvious 
variation the user machine to be a thin client. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to utilize a thin client as taught by Horan wherein it is known to be 
beneficial in the art to utilize a thin client because thin-client technology does not require 
the installation of product updates and service releases on a user’s desktop (p. 5, para. 
0063). 

38. Regarding claim 45, Homsi teaches the utilization of a user interface on a user 
machine (col. 6, II. 7-1 1 ) wherein the user machine is in communication with a 
centralized storage database server (col. 6, II. 2-6) but does not explicitly recite that the 
user machine uses a thin client application. The user machine using a thin client 
application is deemed an obvious variation in the art as evidenced by Horan. Horan is 




Application/Control Number: 10/688,832 
Art Unit: 2142 



Page 16 



recognized as being within the same field of endeavor as Homsi. Horan teaches 
wherein a thin client browser based interface (p. 10, para. 0111) is implemented to 
manage the objects of a workflow. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious at the time of the applicants’ invention to implement as an obvious 
variation the user machine to be a thin client. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to utilize a thin client as taught by Horan wherein it is known to be 
beneficial in the art to utilize a thin client because thin-client technology does not require 
the installation of product updates and service releases on a user’s desktop (p. 5, para. 
0063). 

39. Regarding claim 47, Homsi teaches the utilization of a user interface on a user 
machine (col. 6, II. 7-1 1 ) wherein the user machine is in communication with a 
centralized storage database server (col. 6, II. 2-6) but does not explicitly recite that the 
user machine uses a thin client application. The user machine using a thin client 
application is deemed an obvious variation in the art as evidenced by Horan. Horan is 
recognized as being within the same field of endeavor as Homsi. Horan teaches 
wherein a thin client browser based interface (p. 10, para. 0111) is implemented to 
manage the objects of a workflow. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious at the time of the applicants’ invention to implement as an obvious 
variation the user machine to be a thin client. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to utilize a thin client as taught by Horan wherein it is known to be 
beneficial in the art to utilize a thin client because thin-client technology does not require 
the installation of product updates and service releases on a user’s desktop (p. 5, para. 
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0063). 

40. Regarding claim 49, Homsi teaches the utilization of a user interface on a user 
machine (col. 6, II. 7-1 1) wherein the user machine is in communication with a 
centralized storage database server (col. 6, II. 2-6) but does not explicitly recite that the 
user machine uses a thin client application. The user machine using a thin client 
application is deemed an obvious variation in the art as evidenced by Horan. Horan is 
recognized as being within the same field of endeavor as Homsi. Horan teaches 
wherein a thin client browser based interface (p. 10, para. 0111) is implemented to 
manage the objects of a workflow. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it obvious at the time of the applicants’ invention to implement as an obvious 
variation the user machine to be a thin client. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to utilize a thin client as taught by Horan wherein it is known to be 
beneficial in the art to utilize a thin client because thin-client technology does not require 
the installation of product updates and service releases on a user’s desktop (p. 5, para. 
0063). 

Response to Arguments 

41 . Applicant's arguments filed 12 December 2007 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicant argues with respect to the filed claims (see p. 16 of 
Remarks) that the claimed "forms" as described by the applicant's specification are not 
traditional forms as known in the art and are instead being defined as a collection of 
data or data files and further that the claimed “action objects” represent how the form is 
treated in a workflow process. Applicant argues further that Homsi's reference does in 
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fact teach the terms "form" and "document" but contends that Homsi's "form" and 
"document" can not be equated to the applicants' claimed "form.” The examiner 
respectfully disagrees. The examiner maintains that the rejection is proper because 
Homsi teaches on the broadly claimed “form” in the sense as a collection of data used 
to define workflow logic as defined by the applicant's written disclosure in column 15, 
line 2 - column 1 6, line 1 3 wherein Homsi teaches the utilization of a Flowbuilder the 
provides the tools to administer workflow applications in an organization. The 
administration tasks include exception handling, reporting and analysis. The Flowbuilder 
further extends administration options allowing workflow administrators the ability to set 
frequency and priority of workflow processing. Therefore, Homsi is found to teach on 
the applicant’s claimed “form” aspect as being a collection of data that is used to define 
workflow logic. Applicant argues with respect to the “action object” that the Homsi 
reference does not associate a form to an action object. The examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Homsi teaches the interaction wherein in column 6, lines 45-52 the creation 
of workflow cycles wherein the editing of workflows can be performed and further the 
dragging and dropping of certain workflow cycles can be performed to further define a 
workflow. The interaction with a form, or collection of data to define the workflow logic is 
taught in col. 6, lines 53-59 wherein workflow cycles are defined to be structured 
collaborations that include events and conditions. These events and conditions are 
found to be within the scope of the claimed "action objects" and "forms." The remaining 
arguments for the remaining claims set forth by the applicant are essentially the same 
as set forth and responded to above and therefore the claims are not found to be 
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patentable for the reasons as set forth above. The examiner would also note that the 
Applicants have not pointed to an actual definition of the word “form” in their 
specification. Since a definition of the term is absent from the specification, there is no 
reason to read language from the specification into the claims. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin A. Ailes whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3899. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4, IFP Work Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571 )272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IB. A. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2142 
/Andrew Caldwell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2142 




